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Hello, everyone. Welcome to the show, Breaking News Live.

I am Echo Huang.

First, according to the news report from Xinhua News Agency, on 23rd night, a bullet train from Hangzhou to Fuzhou and another bullet train from Beijing to Fuzhou had a rear-end collision in Shuangyu of Wenzhou.

Currently, there are at least 11 fatalities.

89 people are rescued and admitted to hospitals.

Ministry of Railways is organizing emergency rescue operations.

Vice minister of Railways, Hu Yadong, is rushing to the scene to conduct the rescue.

When Train D3115 travelling from Hangzhou to Fuzhou is moving along Xia'ao Road in Shuangyu, it was rear-ended by Train D301 (Beijing to Fuzhou) at 8:34pm.

The front four coaches of Train D301 were derailed.

The 15th and 16th coaches of Train D3115 were derailed.

There were derailed coaches which fell off the viaduct.

There were also coaches which were suspended in mid air.

The coaches that fell to the ground were seriously damaged.

The words "Hexie Hao" can be seen on the coaches.

Firemen and armed police are conducting a search at the scene.

There are some injured who have already been rescued.

However, as the road at the scene is very narrow and especially after raining, the road is muddy, heavy rescue vehicles are unable to enter the site.

Hangzhou Television quotes that Shanghai Railway Bureau claimed the accident happened because after the train was struck by lightning, it lost power and halted, causing the rear-end derailment.

A witness at the scene says that it was having thunderstorm then.

When the train accident in Wenzhou happened, Liu Hongtao, a reporter from Voice of Strait was inside the train.

He told the outside world about the situation during the accident.

I was then sitting inside Train D301 travelling from Beijing to Fuzhou.

I boarded the train at Nanjing heading towards South this afternoon at around 2:15pm.

When the accident happened, it should be around 8:50pm.

As the other people inside the same coach as me had alighted, I was alone inside my compartment.

I was lying down and taking a rest.

As I was about to fall asleep, the train moved violently.

Immediately, I grabbed the handrail beside me.

Luggages were strewn all over the place.

I tried to calm myself down, to relieve my anxious mood, because I have never experienced such a thing before.

I heard children and adults crying for help in the same coach.

After the train stabilized and stopped, the whole train was in darkness.

The train crew were nowhere to be found.

We shouted for the crew, but there was no response too.

A passenger below used the fire extinguisher to break the glass.

However, as the glass was double glazed, he might have tried many times, but only managed to break one layer.

We couldn't do anything.
Then someone noticed that right at the middle of the third and fourth coaches...

I was inside the fourth coach.

There was a split between the third and fourth coaches.

The fourth coach rested vertically, one end on the ground and the other end leaning against the viaduct.

The first three coaches were lying horizontally on the ground.

They were derailed.

I slided down along the metal pole, and then climbed out from a crack below.

Only then did I managed to escape from this dangerous coach.

As for the cause of the accident, what I know at the scene is that two trains collided with each other.

The train travelling from Wenzhou to Hangzhou was moving slowly along this rail.

Train D301 which I was boarding was coming from the opposite direction.

Then they collided on the same rail.

The first three coaches of Train 301 went over this viaduct, falling onto the ground eventually.

The damage was also more serious.

Yes, from the initial analysis, it might be due to the bad weather.

Perhaps there was lightning and thunder at the scene.

The two trains had sudden power outage and everything was dark.

That might be one of the causes of this accident according to the analysis from someone at the scene.

Regarding the news on Wenzhou train collision,

let's ask our reporter, Huang Daliang, who is rushing to the scene.

Daliang, hello.

Hello, Echo.

What are the latest updates?

Yes. Regarding the train accident of derailment of coaches at around 8:34pm today, the specific location where the incident occurred should be the railway segment between Wenzhou and Taizhou.

From what we understand, when the accident happened, Wenzhou was having a thunderstorm.

The weather was bad, so the bullet train D3115 from Hangzhou to Fuzhou was struck by lightning and lost its power.

That caused the train travelling on the same track which was coming from behind, Train D301 travelling from Beijing to Fuzhou to collide with Train D3115.

And that caused the 15th and 16th coaches of D3115 and the front four coaches of D301, a total of six coaches to be derailed.

As these two trains were moving along a viaduct then and this viaduct is around 20 to 30 meters away from the ground.

Hence, when the coaches were derailed, they fell to the ground below.

From what we understand, there were around 100 passengers inside each coach.

According to our latest updates, approximately more than 10 people have died.

As for the injured, it is possible that the number is increasing.

Currently, the injured are already sent to various medical institutions such as Kangning

Hospital in Wenzhou.

And Vice Minister of Railways, Hu Yadong, is also rushing to the scene.

We are also rushing from Shanghai to the accident scene in Wenzhou.

We will bring you further developments in a moment.

Echo.

Okay, thanks for the report from Daliang.

We have also invited commentator, Mr Du Ping to provide his analysis on related topics for everyone.

Mr Du, hello.

Hello, Echo.

This accident and the Beijing High-Speed Railway accident which happened earlier on, do you think this will make people worry about the safety of China's high-speed rail?
This might be inevitable.

The bullet train accident of Hexie Hao should be the most serious one.

It might be a rare case, but after all, Beijing-Shanghai High-Speed Railway which started some time ago had a few incidents in a row.

If I didn't remember wrongly, there is also a case where a power outage occurred due to a thunderstorm.

If lightning is really the cause this time, it struck the train and caused it to lose its power, then the problem would be explained.

That means the technology of China Railway High-speed or the bullet trains is still not up to standards in the area of lightning protection?

Or are they not thorough in their considerations? 

Or are there some issues with the design?

If this kind of problem can be resolved, of course some confidence in high-speed rail will be restored.

However, for the current situation, the investigation team should announce the relevant circumstances, especially the actual cause or all the causes of this train accident.

In addition, the remedial measures which they have adopted with regards to this issue, or whether they have solved the issue.

If the problem is explained clearly, the public might then have more confidence in high-speed rail or bullet trains.

However, judging from the current situation, perhaps focusing on the rescue efforts might be the top priority.

At the same time though, maybe to the people who need to take trains, high-speed rail or bullet trains, they need to know what the cause of the accident is and if the problem can be overcome.

Okay, thank you Mr Du for your analysis.

Rail accidents happen from time to time in recent years.

However, the reasons are mostly due to factors such as bad weather.

On June 16, 2011, the section between Baiguo and Puxiong of Chengkun Railway encountered a thunderstorm, triggering a landslide.

Train operations were interrupted at many places.

Around 5000 passengers in four passenger trains were stranded.

There were no casualties after the rescue operations.

On August 19, 2010, Train K165 of Baocheng Railway was travelling from Xi'an to Kunming.

Two coaches fell into the river.

The flood swept the coaches 200 meters away.

After an emergency rescue effort, all the people inside were safely evacuated.

There were no casualties.

On June 30 in the same year, the locomotive of Passenger Train T1624 moving from Qingdao of Shandong to Guangzhou of Guangdong suddenly caught fire.

Shandong's firemen put out the fire in time.

More than 1000 passengers on the train were safely evacuated.

And on April 28, 2008, at the section of Jiaoji Railway in Zibo of Shandong, Passenger Train T195 and Passenger Train 5034 collided, resulting in 72 people dead and 416 people injured.

The direct economic losses were 41.92 million yuan.
July 24, 2011

In the Wenzhou train collision, there are currently more than 200 people dead and injured.

Preliminary inquiry shows that one train was struck by lightning.

They are stepping up on the clearing of the accident scene.

Almost 10 hours have passed since the accident.

Other than the six derailed coaches, the remaining coaches have been towed away.

Reporters notice that 10 backhoes are breaking apart the derailed coaches and burying them in the pits that were recently dug.

Such a move is bewildering.

And on the track, the power cables are broken.

They seem to have been struck by lightning.

A witness says that it was gloomy and dark that day.

He only heard a loud noise.

Sparks appeared in the sky as if there were fireworks.

It was raining heavily and I saw this train.

This train had just entered the cave.

It entered the cave and there seemed to be a power outage.

The train halted for around more than 10 minutes.

Then a train collided with it.

It looked like fireworks in the sky.

There were two explosions.

The two trains which collided were the most advanced bullet trains made in China, Train model CRH1B.

It is designed to have a fastest speed of 250 kilometers per hour.

Although we do not know the speed of the two trains when the accident happened, from what we found at the accident scene, the locomotive of the train behind had already hit the rear.

To have caused such a huge impact, you can imagine the speed at that time must be quite fast.

Currently, the cause of the accident is still under investigation.

With the recent spate of rail incidents, people can't help but worry about taking high-speed trains.

This is Huang Daliang and Ge Jing reporting from Wenzhou of Zhejiang.

The press conference begun at around 11pm on July 24.

There were almost 100 media reporters gathered at the scene.

Wang Yongping confirms that there were 1630 people inside the two bullet trains.

The collision of the two trains caused 35 people to be killed, 192 people injured and 132 people being treated in more than 10 local hospitals.

12 of them are in critical condition.

Ministry of Railways express their deep condolences to the victims of the accident.

To the casualties, or casualties' families, we express our heartfelt condolences.

To the passengers, we express our deepest regrets.

Currently, the actual cause of the accident is still being investigated and analyzed.

Wang Yongping reveals that the blackboxes of the trains have been recovered.

They are currently analyzing and investigating the cause.

The head, secretary and deputy chief of Shanghai Railway Bureau, that in charge of that railway section, were sacked.

He expresses that the accident does not affect the confidence he has in China's high-speed rail.

Hereby, I reaffirm that although the accident this time has affected the image of Ministry of Railways and many people will also think that this is a safety issue caused by the high-speed rail.

I have mentioned the accident is still undergoing investigation.

It must have its special reason.

I shall reassure the public, China high-speed rail's technology is advanced and up to the standards.

We are still very confident.

Wang Yongping expresses that China's local railway system will be undergoing a safety inspection.

During the Q & A session, common questions were broached by the reporters.

Why are the victims' names not disclosed?

Why did the train control system fail?

Why is it that after the search was called off, they found injured people while dismantling the trains?

Why were the locomotives of the trains buried at the scene?

What are the compensation standards?

Wang Yongping has no definite answers for those questions.

As they were dissatisfied with the answers, Wang Yongping was surrounded by the reporters after the conference.

It was a chaotic scene.

Phoenix TV's Guo Baochun, Wang Guoxin reporting from Wenzhou of Zhejiang.

July 25, 2011
In the serious train accident which occurred on July 23, the last person saved is a two and a half years old girl, Yiyi.

After an emergency rescue, she shows stable vital signs.

However, the little girl's parents have already been confirmed dead.

She is called Xiang Weiyi.

On July 23, her parents and she took Train D3115 from Hangzhou to Fuzhou.

When the accident happened, she was inside the 16th coach, which was the most seriously damaged coach in this accident.

21 hours after the accident, after exposure to the harsh weather,

Xiang Weiyi miraculously survived.

Rescue workers quote that when she was found, she did not have any fatal injuries because her father had protected her.

After a few operations, she is currently in a stable condition.

However, there is a possibility that her left leg will be crippled.

At around ten last night, she was immediately operated upon.

After operating on her calves and debridement of the dead tissue on her thighs, her limbs are obviously in a better condition now.

We have to further treat her and observe the blood supply of one limb.

If everything is stable, maybe after a week, she might have to undergo a second operation for skin grafting.

During our interview, Xiang Weiyi's body keeps trembling.

Her hands cling tightly to a doll.

The doctor says that she kept calling for her father inside the operation room.

She is currently feeling weak.

How are you now, little child?

Are you still painful?

Not painful, right?

She is still conscious.

Phoenix TV's Huang Daliang and Ge Jing reporting from Wenzhou.

What are the other concerns in the aftermath of the accident?

Let's ask our two correspondents at the scene in Wenzhou now.

Huang Daliang and Guo Baochun.

First, we would like to ask Daliang.

Other than the two and a half years old Yiyi we saw in the video, what are the conditions of the other injured people in the hospitals?

Yes, Shanling.

After the news of little Yiyi being rescued was released,

A large number of people took the initiative to search for her parents' whereabouts.

However, we got a bad news this afternoon.

Little Yiyi's father, Xiang Yu'an and her mother, Shi Lihong, had both died in this accident.

Besides that, we also know that 11 local medical institutions in Wenzhou have joined in the rescue efforts in this train accident.

Currently, there are 132 people hospitalized and put under observation.

Among them, 12 people are in critical condition.

Mainly, due to the severe impact, their internal organs are damaged.

They have signs of brain trauma and multiple fractures.

In addition, we have also heard from the hospital that after the accident, a large number of people went to the blood banks to queue and donate their blood.

As of 4pm today, there are already more than 2000 donors.

Currently, the local blood bank supply is very adequate.

Hence, the local media has told the public they need not donate anymore blood.

Earlier on at the accident scene, which was 6:57am today, Train CJ5603, which was travelling from South Ningbo to Cangnan, has already passed by the section where the accident occurred.

This is also the first train to have done so after the accident.

It has been 35 hours since the accident.

Let's look at our previous updates.

After the first train passed by the section where the accident occurred, Hangshen Railway has gradually resumed operations.

D301, the same type of train as the one in the accident, has also resumed operations.

At 7:50am, D301 departs from Beijing South Station.

It is estimated to reach Fuzhou at 9:26pm.

Rescue workers at the accident scene are still continuing their search inside the broken coaches.

On 25th afternoon, they found three more victims' bodies.

This increases the death toll to 38.

The identities of the victims cannot be disclosed yet.

There are still some unidentified bodies.

We have to wait for their families to come and after they identify the bodies at the funeral parlor, then we can confirm.

We can then be able to confirm the names of the victims.

This is Phoenix TV's Huang Daliang and Ge Jing, reporting from Wenzhou of Zhejiang.

I am now standing at the scene where the Wenzhou bullet trains collided.

I realize that regardless of how somber the language I use to describe this incident, it will still be too relaxed and perfunctory in face of reality.

As you can see from the scene, the deformed derailed coaches have already been cleared to the bottom of the viaduct.

The other coaches have also been towed to a safe place.

This morning, which is barely two days after the accident, this bullet train route has already resumed operations.

Only a few less visible marks on the viaduct tell people that something once occurred here. 

And probably not long after, it will also be forgotten.

High-speed rail has resumed operations, but in this rapidly moving era like that of the high-speed rail, can people recover from the pain and despair that fast as well?

Insecurities are prevalent in food, living and traveling.

Can this reality be recovered as rapidly as the high-speed rail?

Let's briefly recall this accident.

On 23rd night, a bullet train stopped on the railway due to a train fault.

Another bullet train plunged directly into it.

Four coaches were derailed.

This accident receives a lot of media attention.

However, the core reason for the accident itself, which is also a common sense that when the train in front had a train fault, how could the train behind be unaware of it?

Why didn't it stop but instead rear-ended it?

Yet, almost no one mentions it and provides a full explanation.
Until now, it is still a mystery.
Even the spokesman for Ministry of Railways wasn't able to give a definite answer at the press conference.

Eventually, they blamed it on the stormy weather.

That is obviously too far-fetched.

However, people seem to be used to this kind of rhetoric.

Similarly, some common sense questions which people are concerned with are left unanswered amidst the commotion.

Why are the victims' names not disclosed?

Why did the train control system and scheduling system fail in their fundamental roles?

Why is it that after calling off the search and starting the dismantling of the trains, more casualties are discovered?

Why is it that the locomotives were buried at the accident scene?

In addition, how will the casualties be compensated?

Ministry of Railways has not given a basic explanation.

On the other hand, Wenzhou residents who rush to donate blood in the middle of the night, volunteers who stayed awake for more than 20 hours, as well as thousands of local villagers, firemen and medical personnels who joined in the rescue, are displaying a relay of affections and compassion.

Life delivers blows one after another, but after all, people can support each other.

It's just that we don't know how much and what other ordeals can people's weak bodies and spirits endure?

I received a Weibo message just now. 

China, please slow down your accelerating footsteps.

Wait for your people, wait for your souls.

Wait for your ethics, wait for your conscience.

Do not let the trains derail.

Do not let the bridges collapse.

Do not let the roads become traps.

Do not let the houses be in ruins.

Walk slower, so that every life can enjoy freedom and pride.

Every individual should not be abandoned by this era.

This is Guo Baochun and Wang Guoxin reporting from Wenzhou of Zhejiang.

July 26, 2011
Regarding the aftermath of the accident, let's ask our correspondents in Wenzhou, Huang Daliang and Guo Baochun.

First, with regards to the latest situation at the accident scene, let's hand the time over to Huang Daliang.

Okay. Shanling.

I am now at the scene where the accident occurred.

Behind me, there is still a large crane and four excavators.

They are at work right now.

Let's look at the accident scene.

The six derailed coaches have already been towed away.

There are only some remains and fragments of the wreckage at the scene, waiting to be cleared..
That means that the clearing is basically over.

However, regarding the cause of this accident, it is still a mystery.

In addition, rehabilitation work has also begun successively today.

Let's look at our previous updates.

State Council's investigation team decides to move the remaining coaches to Wenzhou West Station for further investigations.

This project begun from 25th night.

Some people wonder if this is to hide the truth.

Relevant personnels explain that working at night is to reduce the effects to city traffic.

At 10am on 26th, we have come once again to the accident scene.

It has only been 60 hours since the accident, but the six derailed coaches have already been removed from the scene.

That means before the cause of the accident is thoroughly investigated, all the evidence at the scene have been destroyed.

The key witness of this accident, the train operator of D3115 has not appeared so far.

Why exactly did Train D3115 stop?

When the train operator stopped the train, what measures were adopted?

Did he inform the train station of the train fault?

These questions are left unknown.

Rehabilitation work has started gradually, but victims' families and passengers feel that the most important rehabilitation work is to give them an account, to explain clearly the cause of the accident.

In the morning of 26th at the funeral parlor in Wenzhou City, the last two bodies are claimed by two brothers from Fujian.

They said that both their cousin and his wife died in the accident. 

They do not want any compensation.

They only hope to bring their relatives' bodies back home.

We do not want compensation.

I only want to bring my brother's body back to Fujian.

What did they say?

They are still interceding.

Then will they allow you take the bodies back home?

I am unsure too.

In this accident, there is a man called Yang Feng.

His mother-in-law, sister-in-law, niece and seven months pregnant wife all died in the accident.

Yang Feng's brother says that

Yang Feng is currently calm.

However, as he is in negotiations with Ministry of Railways, it is inconvenient for him to take a direct interview.

During the phone call, when he hears that the first victim was compensated 500000 yuan, he thinks that such standards are unacceptable.

What do you feel with regards to this 500000 yuan matter?

I...I don't know how he feels, but in my opinion, 500000 yuan is definitely too little, right?

We have standards for this kind of thing.

I am not saying that...

We have a better understanding on compensation, right?

When accidents happened in the past, there were compensation standards.

You can't give this little.

Yang Feng's brother also says that the face of Yang Feng's wife was severely scarred, so they are requesting the funeral parlor to restore her looks.

In addition, the wedding ring worn on her finger has a very significant meaning, so they request for it to be recovered.

This is Huang Daliang and Ge Jing reporting from Wenzhou.
July 29, 2011

This is the intensive care unit of Wenzhou Second People's Hospital.

We received eight patients in critical condition here.

There are still three patients who are in critical condition now.

According to Ministry of Railways, the two trains involved carried a total of 1630 passengers.

At the moment, there are 40 fatalities.

There is a total of 192 people hospitalized.

Till now, there is still no official report on the number and names of the people missing.

In addition, based on Premier Wen's proposal at the press conference that the inquiry process would be open and transparent, we have also checked on this. 
However, until now, we can't find any official data released by the investigation team regarding the inquiry process, including the platform where this data will be released or the corresponding staff.
In addition, you will note that on the list of the people who form the State Council's investigation team this time, there is no mention on the people who will be releasing the information.

Moreover, there are a total of five clauses which describe the responsibilities of the State Council's investigation team.
These five clauses do not state that the inquiry process has to be open and transparent, or to be disclosed promptly and accurately.

There are also news that after negotiations with the victims' families, the aftermath of the accident rescue headquarters increase the compensation amount to the victims from the 500000 yuan previously announced to 915000 yuan.

Meanwhile, Premier of the State Council, Wen Jiabao, also proposes at the press conference to give reasonable compensations to the victims.

This is Phoenix TV's, Guo Baochun and Wang Guoxin reporting from Wenzhou of Zhejiang.
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